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Pearl Buck's Visit to Japan in the 1960s and

Acceptance of Pearl Buck in Japan
— Author of The Good Earth, Mixed-race
Children's Mother

Yang Ah-lam

The article examines the social and cultural implications of Pearl Buck' works
translation and her visit to Japan in the 1960s. Pearl Buck who won the Nobel Prize
for Literature was used as a content to maintain friendly relations between the United
States and Japan. Pearl Buck's The Good Earth was read by the Japanese as a
sociocultural text about China and the United States rather than a literary text. However,
Her four visits in the 1960s were unusual. She visited as a screen writer for the
production of <Tsunami> in 1960 while she visited in 1966 and 1967 were for the relief
of mixed-race children. Pearl buck's adoption history consideration should be covered
not only the translation of text but also their activities in Japan. In short, Japan's research
on accepting Pearl Buck should be restructured in the context of the post-war history
of the United States and Japan. In this regard, the article is a study of translation and
cultural history in which the U.S. and Japan approached one section of cultural exchange,
diplomacy and cultural translation by comprehensively considering the translation of text,

her visit to Japan and the agenda of social activities.

Key Words : The Good Earth, Mixed-race Children, Translation of Culture, Cold War

Culture, <Tsunami>
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