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The Change of a Point of View on
Literature in the Choson Dynasty and the

Identity of Korean Literature

Park, Kyeong-nam

This paper is to reconsider the concept of identity and identity of Korean literature
through a point of view on Literature. To this end, we introduced a diverse aspect of
the point of view on literature in the pre-modern East Asia, and took one of them,
examined the literary views of Choson Dynasty periodically.

Most modern literary researchers recognize that thinking about literature in the
pre-modern is mixed the concept of academic and literature. But except the point of view
of literature as an academism, more various thinking about literature existed in the
pre-modern. That is to say, literature as an expression of meaning and affection; literature
as a manifestation of the temperament of things and men; literature as a manifestation
of one's pent-up and grumbling mind; literature as the embodiment of confucian ideology
etc. each had its own lineage and coexisted. This paper revealed this pluralism of the
point of view of traditional literature, at the same time, showed that an intellectuals in
the pre-modern expressed various thinking about literature in his position and historical
time and space, through reconsidering literature as the embodiment of confucian ideology.

Based on this, this paper proposes a new concept of identity based on 'plurality’,
'relationship’, 'difference’ and 'change' instead of existing identity based on 'sameness'.
And emphasized that the identity of Korean literature should be newly searched.

Key Words : identity, a point of view on literature, plurality, relationship, difference,

change
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