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The Kinship Network and Unity of the
Passers of the Uikwa-Examination in the

Late Choson Dynasty

Young, hun-na

This paper identified the 'Kinship network' of 1,100 people who entered the Uikwa(%&
fh)-Examination from 1623 to 1870 and examined the background of their solidarity. In
particular, the association of the Passers of the Uikwa-Examination(5&f} A#5#) was
confirmed by focusing on 'marriage relationship'. They were strongly united as 'an agnate'
and 'marriage relations' were widely influenced. Of the 1,100, 886 were bound by a
common marriage between the Passers of the Uikwa-Examination. Of the 177 families
who entered the Uikwa-Examination, 156 were intertwined with each other in some way.
The background of such a strong alliance between the Passers of the Uikwa-Examination
was due to the need for a reliable group of doctors in the royal family. They were united

for generations to meet the needs of the royal family.

Key Words : medical officer(5¢F), medical staff, kinship network, Unity, JungIn(t
N), Naeuiwon(AfEfc)
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