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The Formation of Zhou Dunyi Mythology,
and Zhu Xi's Role
— the Rise of Zhou Dunyi and 7aj/i Tu in the
Theory of Line of the Way

Lee, Dae-seung

This article is part of the Southern Song Intellectual History study related to the Theory
of Line of the Way(i&ffiZs) by so-called Neo-Confucianism or the School of the Way(i&
#), This article examines the process of establishing the image of Zhou Dunyi as a
Neo-Confucian scholar during the Southern Song period, and the status of his Diagram
of the Supreme Ultimate.

Believing Zhou Dunyi as the heir to Confucius-Mencius, the view that he delivered
the Way to two Cheng(—f%) brother was presented by Hu Hong(#75) of School of
Hu-Xiang. But the book that was important in the School of Hu-Xiang was not Zhou
Dunyi's Diagram of the Supreme Ultimate( X 4%/ TaiJi Tu), but Comprehending the Book
of Change(i#iZ, Tong Shu). The importance of Taili Tu as an independent literature
separated from Tong Shu began with the tradition of Southern Song School of I-ching
Diagrams. In this tradition, TaiJi Tu was highlighted as an independent document
describing the theory of relating I-ching study cosmology, and as a literature passed down
by Zhou Dunyi to two Cheng.

Zhu Xi arranged and compiled Zhou Dunyi's books and published Chang-sha's
editions(£VA, 1166), Jian-an's editions(EZA, 1169), and Nan-kang's editions(FEEEA,
1179). He synthesized the discussions of the School of Hu-Xiang and the School of
I-ching Diagrams tradition in the process. He also preached TaiJi Tu as a key literature
containing Zhou Dunyi's ideas. And through Tai/i Tu, he built a line of the Way between
Zhou Dunyi and two Cheng brothers, highlighting Zhou Dunyi's image as a

Neo-Confucian Scholar.
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Through this process, Zhou Dunyi became the head of the school of the Way tradition,
and his Tajji Tu was established as a document that revealed the core ideas of the School

of the Way. And Zhu Xi's argument was recognized as an orthodox view after the Yuan

Dynasty.

Key Words : Zhou Dunyi(J&%i), Zhu Xi(4=), Theory of Line of the Way(i&ffzm),
Diagram of the Supreme Ultimate(Xfblii, TaiJi Tu), School of
Hu-Xiang (i), School of I-ching Diagrams([&]Z-£)
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