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The Meaning of the Household with
Nobi Head in the Household Register of the
17th Century Korea from

National Financial Perspective

Son, Byung-giu

The household registers compiled from the late 17th to early 18th centuries registered
a large number of nobi household heads. This study traces the process of composing
the household with nobi heads until the late 17th century. Also, this study suggests the
reason why the household registers needed to record households of nobi heads.

As the person in charge of national taxation and corvée for the household, the
household head used to be chosen among free-born in principle, having an occupational
record. The households of nobi were registered in the form of 'owner + nobi' in household
registers until the early 17th century. This form tells us that the nobi owner was the
real head of the household, even it had a nobi head. However, the household registers
of the late 17th century used to record the nobi instead of the owner of the nobi, and
some households did not report the owner. As a result, we can find not only the
household of the owners of nobi but also several households of his nobi in a register.

The total number of households and population in the registers in the late 17th century
increased due to the financial policy of the government which intended to find more
households as possible. The total amount of national taxation and corvée, which was
imposed on a county, was allocated to sub-counties by the total number of households.
This study supposes that composing and registering households with nobi heads were
invented by nobi owners as a means of distributing national taxation in considering the
socio-economic capacity of each household in a sub-county. A similar feature was
reported from the land register compiled around 1720 which recorded the information

of the landowner in the form of 'owner + nobi' or nobi alone to represent the real
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landowner. From the perspective of national finance, these recording patterns were deeply
related to the process and reason for increasing households with nobi heads in the

household register in the 17th century.

Key Words : household register, household with nobi head, nobi owner, tax and

corvée system, national finance
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