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Growth and Discrimination, Household

Register and Status in the late Chosdn Dynasty

Kwon, Nae-hyun

Many yuhaks in the 19th-century household registers grew up in non-upper class
households. While many wanted to avoid the required military service, more and more
people simply imitated the culture and way of life of the upper classes. Some of them
passed the state examination and served as state officials. However, it was very difficult
for the non-upper class to be incorporated into the ruling class, and the traditional upper
classes suppressed their growth in by way of discrimination and exclusion. It was also
a conservative response of the upper class to the changed political and social realities.
The state did not recognize the perpetual privileges of royalty or bureaucratic groups
and controlled the hard occupation. During this process, some of the lower classes gained
opportunities for growth, and some were restricted by discrimination. The household
registers of the late Chosdn Dynasty show not only an increasing number of yuhaks,
but also various aspects of status structure and change. This also meant the downward
movement of privileges previously held by the upper class and an increase of the

non-upper class' imitation of the upper class.
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