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Creation of Masterpiece and Circulation of
Forgery in the Art Market of the Late Choson
Period

Seo, Yoon-jung

Focusing on fake paintings in tandem with the culture of collecting and appreciating
art in the late Choson dynasty, this essay investigates the process in which works of
art achieved masterpiece status and their socio-cultural meanings. In premodern East Asia
tradition, theoretical treatises on art use evaluation system to determine the quality of
painters or paintings, which affects the establishment of masterpieces. Meanwhile,
forgeries emerged as the art market, and collectors appeared. Late Ming antiquarian books
and imported ancient works of art stimulated Choson elites' interests in collecting and
appreciating antiques and works of art. Besides, the rise of the nouveaux riches, who
became the important clientele of the art market in the late Chosdn used their increased
financial resources to purchase works of art. The rise of the value of masterpieces thus
touched off increased production of imitation, fakes, forgeries of ancient paintings.

This study explores the production and circulation of forgeries from the non-Eurocentric
perspective embedded in the premodern East Asian Society. To do so, I examine how
we define masterpiece or canon and how these are used to make fakes. A close look
at artistic treatise dealing withing appreciating art and connoisseurship is further provided.
In sum, I hope this essay show two values of forgery and the study of forgery. First,
it reveals the multiple historical temporalities, and second, it broadens the horizons of
art history research by providing various possibilities and alternatives, which would have

long been lost in the conventional writing of art history centering canon and masterpiece.

Key Words : masterpiece, forgery, art market, art collection, evaluation of artwork,

connoisseurship
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