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Ch'oe Puk, The Birth of Eccentric Artist

Yoo, Jae-bin

This paper examines how the image of artist was established over time in case of
Ch'oe Puk, the middle class artist in the 18th century Choson. He was known as an
eccentric artist, however, stories of his idiosyncratic behaviors were mostly written after
his death. His contemporaries- close friends and patrons regarded him as sincere
conversation partner and a talented artist. Those who met him in his latter years, regretted
his privation but did not consider it as a result of his impulse or alcoholism.

The number of biographical literature on Ch'oe Puk were produced after his death.
The most cited biographies are Ch'oe Ch'ilch'il-chon by Nam Kongch'dl and
Ch'oePuk-chon by Cho Hiuiryong. They introduced new episodes on his idiosyncratic
behaviors and described them vividly as if he was in front of their eyes. It is related
to the characteristics of biographical literature, "chon" in the late 18th century Choson.

"chon" began to include the people in the lower class who had special talents or eccentric
lifestyle as subject of biographies, let alone aristocrats of great achievement. The
biography of Ch'oe Puk emphasized his eccentricity in order to magnify the gap and
conflict between his low position and exceptional artistic talent. The imaginations of the
biography writers may have been exploited to make the writings more interesting as the
usual biographies on low class did at that time.

Those two biographies on Ch'oe Puk became authoritative documents in the modern
period. In the late 19th century, biographical dictionaries or the compilation of
biographies repeatedly cites the two texts. The contemporary theorist in the mid 20th
century paid more attention to Ch'oe Puk's unusual behaviors than his paintings. They
regarded him as a solitary genius in a romantic way. As seen above, the identity of Ch'oe
Puk as an eccentric artist was built over time after his death reflecting 'the idea of an

outside artist' of the time.

Key Words : Ch'oe Puk, eccentric artist, idiosyncrasy, 'middle-class' artist, artist's
biography
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