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Jean-Paul Sartre's Visit to Japan in 1966 and

Acceptance of Sartre in Japan

Yang, Ah-lam

The article examines the sociocultural implications of Sartre's works translation in
Japan and his visit to Japan in 1966. Sartre had many readers until the mid-1960s in
Japan. Because of that concern, Sartre's visit to Japan in 1966 was the biggest cultural
event. Jinbunsyoin, which published the complete collection of Sartre, suggested to Sartre
to take a 'Japanese Rest Trip'. Sartre visited for 28 days to Japan. The most important
schedules were three lectures, a visit to Hiroshima and participation in the Beheiren
debate. The Japanese intellectual community had engaged in intellectual exchanges with
Sartre, a world-class intellectual. His visit to Japan was not only about accepting
translations of foreign literature, but also studying the intellectual history of the Japanese
society of the time. In short, this article is a study of the history of translation and culture
that identifies intellectual history in Japan and multi-layered and orthodox translation
cultural phenomena by considering the Japanese translation of Sartre, invitational projects,

and the consumption of Sartre books.

Key Words : Engagement, Existentialism, Intellectual, Vietnam War, Hiroshima Atomic
Bomb
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