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A Study on Land Reform in the Occupied Areas
by North Korea

— A Case of Hoenam, Boeun-gun

Cho, Seok-gon

This paper analyzes North Korea's land reform and South Korea's land reform in the
regions occupied by North Korea during the Korean War. First, in Hoenam-myeon, the
final distributed arable land was 404 parcels out of 5,937 parcels at the end of 1949,
accounting for only 6.8% of the total arable land. The parcels sold for de facto sale were
75 parcels (18.6%) and 4.3 hectare (17.0%), which were much lower than other districts.
On the other hand, North Korea's land reform in Hoenam was very fast. On August 11,
the Boeun-gun Land Reform Executive Committee was organized, and on 18th, village
land committees were organized at all villages. The land share plan, which was finalized
at the peasants congress, was approved by the District Peasant Assembly on the 29th.
There were 554 committees organized in this short period, with a total of 3,188 members.
The Hoenam number who participated in various propaganda and agitation events was
6,215, more than the population of Hoenam at that time. The economic situation of the
members of the village land committees swas worse than the members of the South
Korea’s land reform.

In order to analyze the characteristics of land reform in South Korea and land reform
in North Korea, a list of 6,166 parcels was prepared on various documents. The owners
of 3,529 parcels (57.2%) were changed, and the area of the parcels was 555.3 hectare,
which is 60.5% of the total land. Of the 404 parcels of land reform in South Korea, 358
parcels became the distributed land parcels for the land reform in North Korea. Of these,
43.3% of the plots had no change in the distributed peasants, while 37.3% of them had
been changed by North Korea's land reform and returned to the original the distributed

peasants in South Korea's land reform. The implications of this require further study.
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