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The Creation of Oriental Heroin

— Syunkoden and East Asian Theater in 1930s

Kim, Jae-suk

This paper is aimed at grasping the meaning of the theater historical meaning of
Syunkoden(FZ&/#) performed by Theatre Group Sinkyogekidan. That is, the purpose of
this paper is to find out that Syunkoden is the result of hybridization which Mrayama
Tomoyosi had tried for the purpose of creating East Asian Singeuk.

Though Mrayama Tomoyosi was commonly acknowledged to be a leader in proletarian
theater community, he became a peripheral figure, turning after he had been arrested.
He gave up proletarian theater for his comeback and set up a strategy to succeed
Tukijisyogekijo’s Singeuk movement. He insisted the reconstruction of Singeuk by means
of professionalization of theater to take the initiative in Singeuk movement and tried to
prove the possibility with Theatre Group Sinkyogekidan. But as the result of 3 year
performances, it turned out that it was difficult to achieve financial independence solely
by the Singeuk audience and it was at stake even to continue to perform in the social
atmosphere worsened by the war.

Mrayama Tomoyosi tried to break through the difficulty, creating East Asian Singeuk
beyond Japan through hybridization. He tried to go beyond the locality of Japan by
choosing Chunhyangjeon of Choson as a material and broke down the boundary between
Eastern theater and Western one by introducing Kata(?f!l), acting technique of Kabuki in
spite of Singeuk. The story of Chunhyang, an Eastern heroine who is good, weak, but
royal had strong popularity, so it had the advantage to attract the audience and the strong
point to pass the censorship of public security authorities without fail.

Syunkoden, the hybrid Singeuk left a significant impact on the East Asian theater
community in 1930s. It showed the resistance of performing subjects who denied Singeuk
encouraged by public security authorities and broke up the dichotomy between artist play
and vulgar play. It also served as an opportunity to change the perception of people in

charge of performance who had regarded Singeuk as a classical form. Lastly, the
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performance of Syunkoden also influenced the change in the theatrical people’s perception

on the identity of Singeuk in colonial Choson.

Key Words : Syunkoden, Chunhyanjeon, hybridization, Murayama tomoyosi,
Sinkyogekidan, East Asian Theater
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