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The Historical Development of the
Kyul-bu System

Kim, Kuen-tae

The Kyul-bu system has changed several times since its establishment. In the 7th
century, the amount of yield to be collected was calculated on the basis of labor in order
to collect tax-in-kind and enforce labor services owned to the country. Afterward, the
basis for calculation changed from labor to farmland. During the early Goryeo period,
the Kyul-bu system was calculated by considering both the absolute land area and its
level of fertility. This implies that agriculture had become more important and that
economic integration had progressed compared to the previous era. While the Kyul-bu
system was based on relative terms of the land during the early Goryeo period, the level
of output differed depending on the land classification. The amount of yield taken per
land became unified under Gwajeon-beop, which meant that the productivity of the
different land classifications became theoretically on a par. However, until the late
Choson period, the required level of output varied regionally under the influence of the
taxation policy. Furthermore, up until the early 17th century, the main function of the
Kyul-bu system was still to enforce labor. In other words, the tax-in-kind based on the
area of land was the main source of tax. The Kyul-bu system was yet again changed
after the implementation of the Daedong-beop. Under this circumstance, the main
function of the Kyul-bu system was to collect land tax, and from this time onwards

became synonymous with tax imposed on land.

Key Words : Kyul-bu system, tribute, Gwajeon-beop, labor requisition, relative area,

land tax
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