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North Korea's Literary Media Geography and
Socialist Cultural Politics in the 1950~1960s

Kim, Seong-su

This article outlines the genealogy of literary & artistic media topography and interprets
its cultural and political meaning. In the 1950~1960s, from the Korean War to the unique
system of Juche Ideology(Self-reliance Ideology, 1967), the landscape of literary &
artistic media was publicly and routinely viewed in order to understand the full extent
of North Korean literature and art. Based on the results of a 20-year-long investigation
into North Korea's leading literary magazine, Culture Front(1946)—Chosun Literature
(1947)—Literature Art(1948)—Chosun Literature(1953), the entire landscape of the
North's literary & artistic media in the 1950~1960s. In particular, the period before and
after the Second Joseon Writers' Meeting(1956) was focused. During this period, the
media has grown dramatically, with the creation of literature magazine Youth Literature,
Literature Newspaper, art magazine Fine Art-Joseon Fine Art, Joseon Music, Joseon Art
and Joseon Cinema in the North Korean literary scene, which had previously been only
Chosun literature & Children's literature.

Through these literary & artistic magazines, the ground has been expanded, and the stage
of activities of newcomers has been expanded, and discussions on pros and cons such as
theory and actual criticism have been revitalized, showing signs of a back house dispute in
realism discourse. Looking at these terrain, we found that these media reflected the culture
of the basic socialist construction period in a variety of ways through post-war reconstruction
and the Cheollima movement. It served as the material base for the construction of the
socialist system and the "socialist realism literary art" that supported him aesthetically.
Unfortunately, this activity rapidly declined in 1967 when the Juche ideology was monolithic,
resulting in the closure, integration and reduction of most literary and artistic areas in 1968.

Key Words : North Korean literature, literary & art magazine, media reading method,
media-literature field, socialist realism, Joseon Literature, Joseon Art,

Literary Newspaper
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