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An Essay on the Nothern Studies of
East Asia in the “Post-Cold War” Era

Im, Woo-kyung

As the era of the so-called "post-cold war" has come, historicalization of the "cold
war" era, which has already become a past, has been carried out, and research on global
cold war history has been active recently. Noting the regional diversity of the Cold War
and behavioral subjectivity of the periphery, they are trying to make a "local
transformation" of research paradigm and they are trying to seek a "cultural transition"
by emphasizing the deep impact the Cold War has had on individuals' daily and cultural
strata. However, the historical premise of "The Cold War is over" and the valuation
premise of "The Cold War should be over" are implicitly prefixed to discourse in almost
every field. In addition, from the very beginning the paradigm of "Cold War" leads to
the illusion that the forces of the opposing camps are equal, and furthermore, the two
sides of the Cold War confrontation are all bad. Cold War narratives such as this one
in the era of the "post-cold war" initially made us forget that socialist ideology was linked
to democratic aspirations from below to overcome capitalism, and dismissed the history
associated with it as a past that should be sorted out, or even wiped it out below historical
indicators. In this regard, this paper notes the theory of Northern Relations Research,
which was raised by Sunho Hong in 1989, and argues that the hegemonic paradigms
"Cold War" and "Post-Cold War" paradigm itself need to be interrogated and
deconstructed by raising the concept and category of “the North”. Here, the “North”
means north of South Korea, referring to communist countries including North Korea,
China, Mongolia, the Soviet Union, and Eastern European countries. The north was a
chain of socialist ideologies and practices, and a relational construct built through mutual
solidarity. Given that it is a chain of socialist ideologies and practices, the northern
category also extends to revolutions and national liberation movements in South Korea
and Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam and Southeast Asia. In this regard, I propose Northern
Studies of East Asia.
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