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A Study on the Characteristics of Hangul

Articles in Hansungjubo

Kim, Young-min

This paper is a study of the features, limitations, and meaning of the Hangul articles
published in the Hansungjubo. 1 also studied why the Hangul article suddenly disappeared
without being used for a long time. This newspaper was founded in 1886 and was
published until 1888. This newspaper was the first to include a Hangul article among
the media published in early modern times in Korea. In this paper, I investigated the
specific use of Hangul in the Korean language articles. Most of the Hangul articles
published in the Hansungjubo were translations of foreign materials. The Hangul article
of Hansungjubo was mainly used for translating foreign language sentences that convey
facts.

In Hansungjubo, Hangul was a translation tool for others and not a tool of expression
for writer himself. The Japanese and Chinese articles were first translated into Hanmoon,
and this was translated into Hangul again. The biggest reason for the sudden
disappearance of Hangul articles in Hansungjubo is because its usage is unclear. The
readers of the newspaper did not want to translate Hanmoon texts. The translation
sometimes made it difficult to understand the original text. However, the Hangul article
of Hansungjubo is meaningful in several respects despite its failure. One of the most
remarkable facts is that intellectuals first encountered Hangul in the public domain. The
failure experience of Hangul in Hansungjubo has taught us that the character of the reader
is important in the choice of literary style. He also taught me that we need to develop
the area of articles appropriate to style. This experience has become an important lesson

in the choice of style in other modern newspapers published later.

Key Words : Hansungjubo, modern newspapers, Hangul Articles, literary style, trans-

lation, word spacing
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