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'Peace' of Military Base and the
Writings of the Battlefield

Chang, Sei-jin

This article aims to read Chang Hyeuk-Ju's texts on Korean War, especially Alas
Chosun(1952) and Mugunghwa(1954) by cross-checking on the historical context of
Korean and Japanese society at that time. Chang Heuk-Ju wrote these texts after making
two round trips in real time when Korean War broke out, which was very exceptional
and make these texts noteworthy.

This paper presents the sense of neutrality as consistent feature of Chang Heuk-Ju's
texts on Korean War. In the context of Korea(n), the Neutrality means 'objective’ and
rare stance taking neither side in the warfare of North and South Korea. This neutral
position of Alas Chosun made it possible to criticize not only North Korea but also the
incompetence and ward-heeling politics of Rhee Syngman government in a fare and
square way. In case of Mugungwha, the neutral position reveals itself in a way that
mourns a downfall of Kim(moderate party's politician)'s family which had been rich and
influential for generations. All these representations were possible under the condition
of Japanese writing and Japanese media which were free from the censorship of Korean
government.

However, it should not be overlooked that the neutrality of Chang Heuk-Ju's texts was
originated from totally different horizon in considering Japanese context at that time. This
paper proposes that the neutral attitude of Chang HeuK-Ju's text must be read in the
context of mainstream peace discourse in Japan those days. Peace discourse cannot be
underestimated considering that it showed the will to preserve Article 9 of the
Constitution. The self representation of Japan, however, was problematic because it was
not established before Japan omitted the reality of participating in Korean War in a large
scale as a military base state.

In Chang's texts, the aspects of involving in Korean War were clearly erased, though

they were written after Chang witnessed the Korean battle field reality. The bottom line
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is that Chang's texts internalized the popular view that Korean War was a totally another's

affair then. Or It can be said that his texts intensified this kind of general opinion.
Key Words : Chang Heuk-Ju, Korean War, Military base state, participation in war,

Alas Chosun, Mugunghwa, war neutrality, neutralization, neutralism, Hotta

Yoshiae, Jainichi, Sanfrancisco Peace Treaty
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