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The Struggle of an Antiwar Activist

— Kobayashi Masaru and the Korean War

Kim, Ye-rim

This paper explores the dynamics and meaning of the anti-Korean War movement in
the early 1950s in Japan, especially focusing on Kobayashi Masaru's ethics suggested
in his two works TEffgth#%,(Fault Plane) and 'Gagyo,(The Bridge). He is known as
remarkable novelist criticized Japan's collaboration for the Korean War through
submitting Choseon as 'present' problem which can not and should not be avoided by
post-war Japan. He participated in anti-Korean War demonstration called "Molotov
Cockail event" as a member of action group of Japan Communist Party and wrote two
stories transcribing the experiences of the time. His ethical directivity headed for those
who engaged in attack munitions factories and actual fight in the street, who became
targets of criticism and oblivion following the change of doctrine and tactical strategies
of the party. His two works are attempts not only to remember the forgotten activists
but also to face up their own responsibility for Choseon and its undeniable limit. There's
epistemic distance between /@45, and 'Gagyo, in that the former is the narrative
of authenticity of Japanese anti-war subject, while the latter goes beyond ego-centered
authenticity. If TEifgtth#s; shows ethics of anti-war itself, "Gagyo, constructs

meta-ethics, in other words, the ethics of gazing at anti-war ethics by self-objectification.

Key Words : Kobayashi Masaru, The Korean War, antiwar movement, Molotov

Cockail event, ethics of anti-war, the ethics of gazing at anti-war ethics
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