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The Meaning and Prospect of the
Ecological Survey of the DMZ

Moon, Man-yong

The Korean DMZ, a relic of the Cold War, began to be newly recognized as a
repository for wildlife based on the first ecological survey that was conducted in the
mid-1960s. Emphasizing ecological values, South Korean biologists proposed the joint
implementation of the DMZ survey between the two Koreas and various ideas have been
presented to preserve or peacefully utilize the DMZ. In the process, the DMZ ecological
survey has transformed itself from a special event to a routine land management.
However, North Korea views the DMZ as a symbol of inter-Korean division and as a
legacy that should be removed quickly. Therefore, in order to bring about inter-Korean
cooperation, we need to make North Korea aware of the various values of the DMZ
and try to resolve the issue of the maritime peace zone in the West Sea together.
Considering the numerous land mines already laid out along the DMZ, conservation of
the DMZ as an ecological space would be the most realistic and peaceful way of utilizing
the area. We should build trust between the two Koreas by steadily carrying out joint
projects with animals and plants. It should be remembered that it is the DMZ's wildlife
that has made the DMZ a target of attention from an ecological and peaceful point of

view.

Key Words : DMZ(Demilitarized Zone), ecological survey, a repository for wildlife,

peaceful utilizing, conservation of environment
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