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Cheorwon, the Passage to the Korean Peninsula

Peace

Chung, Seung-jin

Cheorwon, located in the center of the Korea Peninsula, was a major transportation
point that Japanese Imperialism saw through the geopolitical importance and established
the Kyeongwon Railroad in 1914. Kyeongwon Line penetrated the Cheorwon Plain tag
along with Sambang-ro, the traditional trade route since Chosun Period. As a result,
Cheorwon had enjoyed national network with Japanese Imperialism through Wonsan Port.
However, Cheorwon area got to ruin because of the Korea War (1950~1953), and couldn't
help but experience so called a geographical vacuum in the demilitarized zone (DMZ).
In the present state of the military tension between North Korea and South, a building
plan of newly-peace city in Cheorwon DMZ, using the traditional Gungye Fortress Wall,
would bring so called a peace mood in Korea as well as East Asia. In sum, Cheorwon
will be per se a local representation symbolizing Korean Peace. This paper alleges that,
if we can penetrate thru the blocked waterway and railway in Cheorwon, we can finally

look for the passage to the Korea Peace.

Key Words : Transportation point, Kyeongwon Railroad, Cheorwon Plain, Newly-peace

city, Local representation
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