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The Tension of Ritual:
A reinterpretation of the Analects 1.12

Kim, Young-min

There are two competing interpretations of "Analects; 1.12. First, there is an
interpretation that it discusses the complementary relationship between ritual and music.
Second, there is a position that believes that the internal characteristics of the rite itself
were discussed regardless of music. While the former has the advantage of having a textal
evidence in "Book of Musicy, it has the disadvantage of having to additionally introduce
an element of music that is not in the text. While the latter has the advantage of not
having to extrapolate elements that are not in the text, it has the disadvantage of
conflicting interpretation between the first half of 1.12 and the second half.

After carefully examining the basis for both claims, this paper supports the the second
argument. In the process of support, I argue why the claim is relatively more reasonable
through additional evidence that has not been considered in relation to the interpretation
of 1.12 so far. And it explains how the content of the argument is connected to the other
parts in the Analects of Confucius. Ultimately, the aim is to show that such content is
not limited to the Analects of Confucius, but is part of the discourse of ancient Chinese
thought.

Key Words : the Analects, Confucius, Ritual, Music, Commentarial tradition
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