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On the Interrogative Ending ‘-nunga/-unga’ and

‘-na’ in Contemporary Korean

Yoo, Pil-jae

The interrogative forms of Contemporary Korean are divided into six levels by the
style. In the familiar style(S}A|A)), there is the interrogative ending -nunga, with a verb
stem and prefinal ending -ess- or -keyss-. With an adjective, -(u)nga is used. If the
adjective ends in a vowel, -nga is attached but if it ends in a consonant, -unga is attached.
By removing nu and deleting g, the ending -nunga is changed to -na. This change is
an ongoing process and is not completed in the embedded sentence. In contrast, its loss
in the final sentence almost completed the process. Futhermore the suffix -na became
to be used with the adjective stem which ends in a consonant. These morphological

changes are related to loss of -na-(-'<-) and change of tense system in Korean.

Key Words : interrogative form, ending -nunga/-unga, change of -nunga > -na, loss

of -na-(-'<-), Contempoarary Korean
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