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A Brief Study on Composition of the Jumun-Sugwon

Yoon, Hyun-joung

Jumun-sugwon is an abridgment book extracted from the Jujadaejeon: a collection of
works by Zhu Xi, the well-known Confucian scholar during Song Dynasty. King Jeongjo
abstracted it and inserted into the Subusugwon, a book composed of four parts, such
as Gyeong, Sa, Ja, Jip which is also written by King Jeongjo. In this study,
Jumun-sugwon is compared with Juseo-baekseon: an anthology by King Jeongjo which
means ‘One hundred letters written by Zhu Xi’, because it is not clear why King Jeongjo
made them from the almost same origin in a similar way but in two different sets. As
results of this study, it is discovered that the Jumun-sugwon was compilated as a result
of a performance of circle on a good text as a way of respect to Zhu Xi for King Jeongjo
himself and Chogye-munshin, based on three reasons as follow.

First, the construction of this book shows the King Jeongjo focus on just a performance
of circle, so he deleted all of critic commentaries or the informations about original text,
such as information of writer, title, writing style. Second, it turns out that there is an
noticeable contrast between writings pieces of the Jumun-sugwon and the Juseo-baekseon
with 15 pieces of missing writings in Jumun-sugwon in particular. It is because anthology
and abridgment book have different functions especially if they were edited by King
Jeongjo since he considered abstract and recitation as important ways of study. Anthology
was made as a group of abstracts from the original book for educational purpose, but
abridgment book was only the result of the performance of circle, which is treated as
the right way of study by King Jeongjo. Last, there are also significant view point of
King Joengjo about Zhu Xi when Jumun-sugwon is compared with other similar writing
pieces during Choseon Dynasty. He did not contain the contents to the collection which
could be lesson to King and might be he already know. It clearly shows the purpose
of the Jumun-sugwon is not for education. On the other hand, he chose the instructive
ones with quotations of frequent use.

It is a necessary to reconsider the argument which said the Jumun-sugwon and the
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Juseo-baekseon have the same function and purpose just because they both were extracted
from the Jujadaejeon. This research has an academic significance because it points out
the clear importance of the Jumun-sugwon by comparing with other similar writing pieces

as anthology and abridgment book.

Key Words : Jumun-Sugwon, Juseo-Baekseon, king Jeongjo, Sabusugwon, abridgment,
king-edited book, Zhu Xi
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