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The Origin of the Ruling Elite Group: Focused on
Marriage Networks of Royal Families from King
Taejo to King Hyeonjong of Goryeo

Lee, Hyunju + Mun, Seongmin - Lee, Sangkuk

This study aimed to understand the mechanism by which local forces[hojok] at the
end of the Silla dynasty could convert to the ruling class of the Goryeo dynasty through
an examination of the royal marriage network. The traditional dichotomous perspective
of state and local power was set aside to grasp the continuity of the ruling class from
Silla to Goryeo.

To gain this goal, the royal marriage networks from King Taejo of Goryeo to King
Hyeonjong were analyzed, focusing on the queen’s title of each king followed the family
name of her mother’s and grandmother’s[f#f, chingseong]. It was found that the royal
marriage network formed during King Taejo played a significant role in the growth of
local forces into the ruling class, even during the later reigns of Kings Hyejong to
Hyeonjong. Specifically, it was observed that royal marriages during this period shifted
from exogamous marriages to endogamous marriages, followed by a mixture of both.
Through these marriages, the external relationship of power was expanded through
exogamous marriages, and the internal relationship of power was strengthened through
endogamous marriages. The case of queen’s chingseong serves as a clear example of
this role of the royal marriage.

In summary, the marriage network royal families from the Taejo to Hyeonjong served
as a medium connecting the royal family and local forces, a basis for introducing local
forces into the ruling class, and a means of expanding and reproducing power. However,
it is essential to note that the ruling class, who rose to power through royal marriages,
had to implement various measures to preserve their political, social, and economic status
over generation. In the Goryeo dynasty, the competition to maintain their position was

more intense than in previous periods, leading to a division among victorious and
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non-successful forces. Further research should focus on the strategies these victorious

forces adopted politically, socially, and economically.

Key Words : royal marriage, marriage network, local forces[hojok], queen’s title
followed by the family name of her mother’s and grandmother’s [Ffi;,
chingseong], endogamous marriage, exogamous marriage, formation of

the elite group, power reproduction
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