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The Senses, Body, and the History of Art in Korea

Seo, Yoon-jung

This study delves into the intricate relationship between sensory experiences,
specifically nociception (the sense of pain), and its visualization within the context of
the human body. By analyzing significant case studies, this research examines the
cognitive and sensory dimensions of the body's perception and its sensory functions.
These case studies encompass diverse themes such as bodily mutilation, depictions of
death and suffering, visualizations of punishment and torture, as well as anatomical
drawings that illuminate the body's inner and outer organs. Each of these instances
employs the body as a vehicle to visually express the senses, shedding light on
contemporary perceptions and discourses surrounding the body and its sensory realms.

The bodies and pain of virtuous women were controlled and manipulated to effectively
demonstrate patriarchal ideologies, while the bodies of criminals, reproduced for religious
conversion and didactic purpose, were extremely distorted and exaggerated, emphasizing
the urgent need for salvation. The violence and suffering inflicted on the body through
the state’s judicial system and punishment served to incorporate the highly personal
individual “body” into the system, where the body of the individual subjected to
punishment becomes instrumentalized. On the other hand, within social ideologies,
religion, and the judicial system, the body was appropriated and transformed for specific
purposes. The previously exclusive domain of the body was objectified and observed as
part of the natural world with the introduction of Western medical technology. In other
words, the body is defined and perceived differently according to the period, social
context, and religious concepts, and the senses are distorted, silenced, or exaggerated as
necessary. The visual representations of the body and senses actively participate or

covertly collaborate in this process, serving as mechanisms that produce social discourse.

Key Words : sense, pain, Illustrations of Virtuous Women, Painting of Hall, Painting

of punishment, anatomical drawing
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