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Changes in the Perception of the Korean-Chinese
Literary Magazine “Yanbian Literature” in the Late
1990s

Jin Shenglai

The Reform and Opening Up and the establishment of diplomatic relations between
South Korea and China brought structural changes to the Korean-Chinese literary
magazine “Yanbian Literature,” which led to a series of perceptual changes among the
editorial team. While Zhang zhimin was the chief editor, the “Comparative Literature”
section appeared in “Yanbian Literature” comparing South Korean, North Korean and
Korean-Chinese literary works. In this paper, the changes before and after starting from
the late 1990s was tracked. It was emphasized that changes in form of publishing and
the appearance of the series of “Comparative Literature” planned with the intention of
“realizing exchanges between Korean nations and restoring national identity” was a
member of the “Korean literary circle”. However, the process of pursuing the restoring
national identity falls into the dilemma of reproducing differences and at the same time
the magazine experienced financial difficulties and changes in literary aesthetics. In the
end, “Yanbian Literature” tried to develop in the direction of the Korean-Chinese literary

circle through the establishment of the Cyber Literature Association and other forms.

Key Words : Yanbian Literature, Korean-Chinese literature, Comparative literature,

Overseas Koreans, Korean diaspora
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