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Mingo Gye and Thought of the Royal Domain

Kim, Kuen-tae

In the late Joseon Dynasty, the organization and financial resources related to the
imposition and receipt of miscellaneous taxes were called Mingo. Local countries and
prefectures operated Mingo by using Gye. Countries and prefectures first established Gye
named after individual Mingo, such as Hwapo-gye and Manggyeol-gye, and have
Gyejeon[Mingo-jun] be distributed to the myeons under the subordinate to create a Gye
with a myeon unit in consideration of Mingo. Then, the dong pays 30 to 60% of the
annual distribution [principal] interest to the myeons in the name of the tax, and the
Myeon collects the money and pays it back to the countries and prefectures.

Mingo was difficult to sustain for a long time because it was operated based on usury
activities with high-interests. Because there were frequent long-term and short-term
droughts. It is difficult to even think of receiving interest from Mingo-jun from farmers
who barely manage to stay alive with the aid of herb-roots and tree-barks in the year
of famine. Active population movement also acted as a factor that made long-drawn-out
usury activities difficult. People who were given Mingo-jun often do a moonlight flit.
The short average lifespan also acted as a factor that made long-drawn-out usury activities
difficult. Not a few people who received Mingo-jun died suddenly. For this reason,
large-scale misuse or misappropriation occurred frequently at the village level.

Mingo was not the only one that distributed goods and received interest under the
name of taxation. The operating principles of Hwan’gok(Grain Loan) in the late Joseon
Dynasty are also usury. The system of receiving interest under the name of taxation after
distributing goods was related to the thought of the royal domain. Land tax was a usage
fee paid for cultivating the king’s land, so there was no need Yangjun(land register based
on land survey) to pay a huge amount of money. Just like Mingo and Hwan’gok(Grain
Loan), they just need to impose a tax on the people who use [cultivate]. In other words,
if the number of households is identified, the number of Kyolbu is calculated naturally.

In this sense, it can be said that all of the taxes[Mingo, Hwan’gok(Grain Loan)] levied
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on the households in the late Joseon Dynasty and the tax[land tax] levied on farmland
can be considered a fee for use, which is paid by those who used the king’s goods.
In other words, in the Joseon Dynasty, in order to achieve taxes levied on the households

and lands, goods that the people could use had to be distributed in advance.

Key Words : Mingo, Gye, Usury, Misappropriation, Thought of the Royal Domain
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