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Review on Christian Thinking in later Poetry of
Jeong Ji-yong
— Focusing on Endurance with Absolute

Passiveness (obedience)

Kim, Jeong-su

The purpose of this paper is to identify uniqueness of Jeong Ji-yong’s christian
worldview presented in poems written in his late life. Belief on religiosity of beauty,
so-called ‘Spiritism’, is the foundation of his poetry. The core of his poetic spiritism
is that a poem should consider the relationship between the Absolute and the self as
the ultimate subject and a poet can found infinite in a finite object through the process.
‘Spiritism’ contains the thinking that we can meet the Infinite only through obedience,
which endures sufferings and accepts finite of the existence without questioning. For
example, the poetic theme of ‘Baekrokdam’ and ‘Jangsusan’, which represent poetry, is
such consideration. In poems, he does not avoid or transcend sufferings and refuses
attempts to forget sufferings with worthless comfort or false fulfillment. He just tries
to find the value of submissive attitudes. The spirits of endurance contains ‘obedience’,
which makes people reach at the Infinite by admitting powerless as creatures and
accepting suffering as a whole. This paper found that the theological theme shown in
his poems is the religious attitude to confront ontological emptiness under desperate

circumstance with non-existence of the God.

Key Words : Jeong Ji-yong, a late poetry, Christian Thinking, Obedience, Endurance,

theological theme
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