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Woman Holding a Fan: Female Portrait and Fan as
a Gendered Object in Modern Korean Art

Kim, Gye-won

This paper examines how fan could take part in the representation of femininity by
focusing on female portraits produced during the modern era of Korea. It particularly
highlights the pictorial representation of ‘woman holding a fan,” a popular subject-matter
that appeared in both paintings and magazine cover illustrations from the 1920s through
the 1940s. Fan had been a popular object throughout the long tradition of the pictures
of ‘beautiful woman’ in East Asian art. However, if we look closely at fan represented
in the paintings of modern era, we will find a number of shifting aspects with regard
to the relationship between female figure and fan as her intimate object. This paper
particularly focuses on the gender switch of fan’s user —from male to female— of which
phenomenon happened in early 20th century Korea. By looking at a concrete examples
of female portraits, this paper addresses how the social and gendered life of fan

intersected with the pictorial representation of female subjectivity in modern Korean art.

Key Words : Folding Fan, Taegeukseon, Female Portrait, Gendered Object, Modern
Korean Art
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