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Gender Issue in Reading Woman by Yun
Tokhui(1685~1776)

Kho, Youen-hee

Reading Woman by Yun Tokhti(1685~1776) is the only Choson painting which
depicts a reading woman of the late Choson period. Until now, this painting has been
regarded as a genre painting showing the reading reality of Chosdon women, but it has
been overlooked that the background of this painting was a Chinese garden. This study
proposes a gender-based interpretation of this scene in which a Choson lady sits in the
garden of a China, that is, the combination scene of this painting. In other words, by
looking at the duality of Choson male scholars limited or disparaging attitudes toward
women’s reading and the attitude that they wanted to appreciate beauty reading of the
Ming and Qing China from the perspective of Chinese male scholars, this study discusses
that Reading Woman was produced as a result of this attitude of duality. In addition,
this dual attitude is also applied to the perspective of looking at the images of reading

woman in the paintings produced in the modern era of Korea.

Key Words : Reading Women, Writing Women, Yun Deokhi, Painting of the Beauty
(Meirentu)
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