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Investigation of the Translator of The Collection of
Chinese Short Stories Published by Gaebyuksa

Choe, Chang-ruk * Zhao, Ying-qiu

This paper intends to reveal the mystery of who was the translator of Korea’s first
collection of modern Chinese literature The Collection of Chinese Short Stories
(Gaebyuksa, 1929.1.25) through an empirical study.

The paper examines the relationship between the sources and authorship of the Chinese
originals included in the translation and the professors at Beijing Civilian University
where Kim Hong-Seon attended, the thematic and stylistic proximity between the
translation and Kim Hong-Seon’s Korean works, as well as the relationship between Kim
Hong-Seon, Gaebyuksa and Chondogyo, demonstrating that Kim Hong-Seon was the
translator. In particular, this paper verifies that Kim Hong-Seon, who wrote under the
pseudonym Ceonwoo, was the Korean student “Cuisheng” who was active in China’s
Supplement to Peking Daily (Jingbao Fukan) and Guowen Weekly (Guowen zhoubao).

The fact that the translator of The Collection of Chinese Short Stories is Kim
Hong-Seon shows that the acceptance of the modern Chinese literature in Korea
transcended the literature field as an expression of the will of “revolution” and resistance,
and it reveals the process of linking the follower of Chondogyo and independence activist

in Korea with the journalist and literature field in China.

Key Words : The Collection of Chinese Short Stories, Kim Hong-Seon, Cuisheng,
Chondogyo, Gaebyuksa, Beijing Civilian University
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