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The Trend of the Book Market during the Colonial
Period in Korea and the Relationship Between
Knowledge and Literature (1)

— Conjuncture in the mid-1910s

Yu, Seok-hwan

This article is a review of the continuity and discontinuity of the book market in the
first half of the colonial period in Korea. Even after the book market experienced the
Japanese forced annexation of Korea, the tendency to prioritize textbooks was
consistently maintained. The first epochal change in the colonial book market occurred
around the mid-1910s. One of the reasons was that the colonial publishing organizations'
position in the textbook market was getting narrower due to the discrimination policy
of the Japanese Government-General of Korea. At that time, publishing organizations
pioneered a new market through Chinese books, literary books, and the like. This was
the result of the colonial publishing organizations' new discovery of long-lasting social
and cultural structures, in other words, the 'sinographic sphere(JE¥5])'. Needless to say,
the overdetermiantion of the book market based on sinographic sphere calls for a
reconsideration of the studies that have explained the fate of the book market during
the colonial period in the dynamics of empire and colony, or the conflicting design of

Japanese books versus Korean language books.

Key Words : book market, literary marketplace, Chinese book(#), book advertise-

ments, book catalog
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