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Control of Colonial Power,
Rewriting as a Detour Strategy
— Focusing on “Three Hundred Songs for
Children’s Songs”

Kang, Young-mi

In this study, I compared the editions of Kang Shin-myeong’s ‘Three hundred songs
for children’s songs(TolFs7}R3r4] AhMal;)’. Through this, I examined a series of
processes of deleting and re-publishing some songs in order to bypass the censorship
of the Japanese Empire. I looked at the process of voluntarily deleting some of the songs
while imagining the meaning of ‘resistance’ defined by the Japanese Empire. And the
process of restoring some of the deleted songs by changing the publishing area from
colonial Pyongyang to Tokyo, the capital of the empire, was investigated. The difference
between the original version of the first edition and the restored version of the second
edition revealed that the process of deleting some songs by an American missionary and
church related people imagining the connotations of the ‘resistance’ stipulated by the
Japanese imperialists, and the process of moving the region from colonial Pyongyang
to the Imperial Tokyo and recovering part of the deleted songs by the editor Kang
Shin-myeong himself. It reveals that the time difference between 1936 and 1940, the
difference in space between colonization and empire, the difference in nationality between
Americans and Koreans, and the difference in orientation to develop a children’s song
movement influenced the interpretation of ‘resistance’ influenced the interpretation of
‘resistance.” It was confirmed that the ‘resistance’ defined by the Japanese imperialism

and reconstructed by the Koreans was temporary and arbitrary.

Key Words : Kang Shin-myeong, American missionary, children’s song, in period of

Japanese occupation, censorship, resistance
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