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A Study on Nok-dong Choi Yeon-tack’s Media
Publishing Activities and Ttakjibon Popular Novels

Bae, Jeong-sang

Nok-dong Choi Yeon-tack is a character who shows his own unique course in the
colonial book publishing culture of the 1920s. He was a journalist who contributed
numerous articles to newspapers, a publisher who founded and managed a publishing
company himself, and was also a literary man who left several distinctive novels. For
example, he tried various writing methods that contained his thoughts and philosophy
through the media of newspapers, and tried to fulfill his social vocation through
publishing activities by establishing and operating a publishing house called Munchangsa.
He also attempted to overcome the limitations of Ttakjibon popular novels that were
immersed in the pursuit of profit through a series of ‘social novels’ such as "Dansos
and TSeed of Siny, and to present criticism and alternatives to social phenomena. As
such, Marginal man Nokdong Choi Yeon-taek’s media, publishing, and novel creation
activities are an interesting example for understanding the book publishing culture during

the colonial period.

Key Words : Nok-dong Choi Yeon-tack, Munchangsa, Ttakjibon popular novels,

Danso, Seed of Sin, social novels
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