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Blue-and-Green, the Agency of Immortality

Yu, Mi-na

The Azurite and the Malachite consist the major pigments for the Blue-and-green
Landscape, but they have also been the drugs and medicines for remedy and at the same
time the Daoist Elixir to attain immortality. This paper tries to track the ancient records
related to the azurite and the malachite and see how and when they were associated with
the Daoist connotation. The study began with examining the color names and pigment
names in the ancient writings, and then the medicine names in the classic medical books.
The names kongqing(Z2#) - zengqing(85) - pianqing(fR7) - baiqing(A ) were listed in
such medical books as Shennong-bencaojing(THEAEHE) - Bencaojing-jizhu(ANEHLEETT) -
Materia Medica(Bencao gangmu, ANEZAfE). They were cited as having such medicinal
effects as ‘light body’, ‘prolonged life’, ‘eternal youth’ and even ‘the transcendence to
an immortal being’. This attests to the understanding that the above mentioned medicinal
stones were also major ingredients for the Daoist Elixir. Moreover, in the poems and
proses during the Joseon Dynasty, the characters belonging to blue and green such as
bi(Z) - cui(Z) - cang(E&) * qing(F) * lu(#k) were frequently used to describe the
immortals’ land. In such circumstances, the blue and green colors applied on the
mountains and rocks in the blue-and-green landscape must have been associated with the
mystical medicines such as kongqing(ZZ#) and zengqing(&7) and their longivity effect,
as well as the representation of the immortals’ land. This study was designed to find out
the material index blue-and-green pigments and the blue-and-green landscape serving as

Agent in the Art Nexus and affecting the Recipients; painters and viewers.

Key Words : Blue-and-Green Landscape, Azurite, Malachite, Daoism, Immortals,
Alfred Gell, Agency
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