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Park Eun-sik’s Modern Study of Mind-heart
— Focusing on the Construction and

Characteristics of True Self

Lim, Boo-Yeon

This paper seeks to illuminate BaekAm([) Park Eun-sik(FliE, 1858~1927)’s
modern study of mind-heart(.(»2') constructed on the idea of “true self(JEF})” that he,
as the first scholar of modern study of Wang Yang-ming in korea, attained through his
last enlightenment. Although he recognized the study of Zhu Xi(7) as the Dohak(G£,
the study of Tao), he thought that the study of Wang Yang-ming was appropriate for
modern times to establish moral personality in parallel with modern science. In his idea
of true self made up of intention[#] and knowledge[%l]], intention as the divergent place
of righteousness and desire was the starting point of moral responsibility. Therefore, he
stressed the practice of making the intention sincere(G{E) in Great Learning (T xEy)
to break free from existential hypocrisy({f#) and pursue the moral ideal of true sincerity
(1) or ultimate sincerity(%£3). Knowledge as the source of intention was divided into
the empirical knowledge and the innate good knowledge corresponding to science and
philosophy, respectively. Especially he proposed a new way to control empirical
knowledge indirectly by means of self-reflection through innate knowledge. The task of
“the extension of innate good knowledge[ZxR1]” consisted of ‘extension’ as the practice
and innate good knowledge as the substance. BackAm, in True Record of Master Wang
Yang-ming (" FRgHASAEEED, 1910), emphasized the tempering oneself through concrete
affairs(35 %) as the practice rather than the substance of innate good knowledge. In
his final enlightenment in 1925, the introspective practice of purifying the pollution of
the mind was emphasized so that spiritual intelligence(2ZPH) as the instinct of innate good
knowledge could sovereign everything. In other words, the introspective practice of
maintaining the purity and brightness of innate good knowledge itself was emphasized

in final enlightenment while the practice of tempering oneself through concrete affairs
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was emphasized in True Record of Master Wang Yang-ming. At that time Liang Qichao
(Qisits, 1873~1929), introducing Kant’s view that distinguished between essence and
phenomena and regarded the essence of free life as true self, defined the Buddhism’s
suchness(jE41) and Yang-ming’s innate good knowledge transcending time and space as
true self. However, Park Eun-sik constructed a true self composed of intention and
knowledge based on the composition of Great Learning, and his idea of true self was
unique in that it encompassed not only the substance of innate good knowledge but also

the subject of practice in existential reality.

Key Words : Park Eun-sik(k}fi), study of mind-heart(K: simhak .[»), true self(j&
3), innate good knowledge( B4, True Record of Master Wang Yang-
ming (FPHHHSAETED), tempering oneself through handling concrete
affairs(55 EE5K)
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