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The early 1910s, the Succession and Refraction of
Nationalism in the Korean Press in Russia
— Focusing on Dehanin Jeonggyobo and

Gwoneop Shinmun

Kim, You-dong

This study investigates how Gwoneop Shinmun and Dehanin Jeonggyobo inherited and
transformed the nationalism in the 1900s. The nationalism of the Korean community was
apparently influenced by 1900s' nationalism in the sense of individuals being interpellated
as atoms that served the interests of the nation-state. However, in opposition to theory for
Fostering Capacity, which rapidly lost its purchase on peopele's thinking after the loss of
Korean sovereignty, there was a new demand for a nationalistic framework, and in response,
the press prompted 'mentalistic’ path through which people could dream of achieving
independence without sufficient 'preparation’. The thought and sensibility that focused on
the potential of 'mind' instead of 'capability' were largely revealed through three discourses:
hero discourse, personality evolution theory, and sympathy discourse. These discourses
connoted anti-(or quasi-)evolutionary thinking which doubted the hierarchies of civilization
and the law of the jungle, and sought to formulate a new and alternative worldview. Until
now, Gwoneop and Jeonggyobo have been described as anti-Japanese outlets which
expressed a strong national consciousness, but the various aspects of their articles have
received little attention. This study is different from others in that it analyzed the the reason
why the committed independence movement was able to sustain itself despite the fall of
the Korean Empire. In addition, it helps to lay the groundwork for the Kareisky culture
and literature studies which deal with the 'existence' of the Koreans, given that it explored

fissures in national consciousness that cannot be assimilated into a concept of nationalism.

Key Words : 1910s, nationalism, Gwoneop Shinmun and Dehanin Jeonggyobo, (social)

evolution, spiritualism, hero discourse, sympathy
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