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Joseon Literati's 'Wanho(31#f)' and self-identity
— Focusing on Wanho's principle from the
perspective of 'bideok(Itf#)' and 'Giryu (&%)

Son, Jung-hee

In Confucian culture, the principle of wanho(r4f; liking) is explained as a system
of bideok(}f#; to likening person's virtue with objects). The principle of similarity from
bideok is used to describe the wanho' toward things based on the analogy relationship
between the objects and the person. Moreover, being interlinked with giryu(55EE;
categories of gi) in "I Ching(Jf15})s, the principle of similarity is described as to like
their similar kinds. Depending on the system of giryu tied together in a similar category,
wanho's objects imply not only the person's identity but also the symbolism that informs
the cultural class which the person is located in. Therefor, asok(H#; elegance and
vulgarity) that belongs to wanho's objects is connected with the person who likes it.

Actually, the principle of giryu was applied to various wanho's objects which leterati
enjoyed in their leisure hours. Furthermore it was projected in ho(3%; pen name) or
dangho(%7}%; house name) that expresses their identities. In accordance to the principle
of giryu that identifed wanho's objects with the person, Joseon literati displayed
themselves as elegant persons who loved in elegant objects. Moreover, taking a position
that they were in same class with ancient sages and eminent persons, Joseon literatis
positioned themselves at elegant class who loved elegant objects. In this trend, the
person's cultural class tended to be defined by wanho's objects, the tendency to share

elegant wanho deepened and more widely spread.
Key Words : wanho(¥thf; liking), bideok(I#E; to likening person's virtue with objects),

giryu(’RJH; categories of gi), asok(Hs; elegance and vulgarity), self-

identity, cultural class
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