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Formation and Power of Choson Envoy Images in

early Edo Japan

Lee, Jungeun

This article aims to analyze the process of forming Choson envoy images in Edo Japan,
considering the larger sociopolitical network for dispatching Chosdn Tongsinsa to Edo.
Tongsinsa, a Choson official diplomatic delegation sent to Japan, was visualized in
various media, including handscrolls, folding screens, prints, etc., during the Edo Period.
This paper considers the various elements regarding the production and acceptance of
these images, particularly focusing on related artworks produced in the seventeenth
century Japan. A Tongsingsa precession images, for example, began to be produced
demonstrating Tokugawa shogunates' great power and authoriy, which inspired foreign
envoys foreign envoys to visit Japan in the early seventeenth century. Contrary to elite
members, who perceived and appreciated the Tongsinsa images as the shogunate's
political intentions, most ordinary people viewed these works as exotic parades or
festivals, which resulted in the images having numerous variations and transformations.
By examining how Choson Tongsinsa images were transformed and spread to common
people through kaicho and matsuri, this paper considers the complicated contexts of
visualizing Tongsinsa images in Edo Japan. One of the most significant efficacies of
Alfred Gell's agency theory presented here is that we can examine the performative
aspects among artists, patrons, indexes, and recipients generated in the production,
consumption, and appreciation of the artworks. This methodology, which goes beyond
linear perspectives to understand artist or patron intentions, could deepen our

understanding of Choson envoy imagery embracing the Edo popular culture.

Key Words : Tongsinsa, Choson envoys, Choson envoys' procession, Edo Period,

Tokugawa shogunate, Toshoshaengi, Tokufumon’in, Kaicho
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