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KREAEmge A2g

Election Fraud and Voting Convenience
— Introduction and Change of the Absentee
Voting System in the 1960s

Choi, Sun-woong

In the general election on May 10th 1948, the modern election was enforced for the
first time in Korea. It was the first universal election in the history of Korea. However,
the soldiers did not have the right to vote at that time. The soldiers could cast their votes
in the 2nd general election on May 30th 1950. Basically, the soldiers voted together with
civilians in general polling places as a voter of electoral district where the military base
was located. It is not difficult to find the testimonies or arguments saying that the
organized electoral fraud was rampant to vote for the candidates of the ruling Liberal
Party by using the characteristic hierarchical relationships of the military. This collusion
was led to the formation of corruption ‘cartel’ between political sphere and military.

After President Rhee Syng-man stepped down because of the electoral fraud on March
15th, the absentee voting system was introduced while discussing the enactment of
general election law in 1960 under the Heo Jeong interim administration. As an absentee
voting method, the voting by mail was selected. The purpose of introducing the absentee
voting system was not for improving the voting convenience or turnout, but for
preventing the electoral fraud within the military. Even though the presidential election
revived as a direct election system after the May 15th military coup, the absentee voting
was not applied to the presidential election. After that, once the issue of guaranteeing
the right to vote for the soldiers dispatched to Vietnam was brought up, the overseas
absentee voting was temporarily enforced from the 6th presidential election in 1967 to

the 8th general election in 1971.

Key Words : the absentee voting, universal election, election fraud, postal ballot

- 548 -



