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The Residence Migration of Rural Family in the
First Half of the 20th Century
— from the Perspective of Social Class and
Blood Relation

Son, Byung-giu

The colonial-era household register address system in the 1910s was changed from
the order of households to the lot number of the building sites. Previously, only a few
households and members of households were optionally identified, but they were changed
to take a census of all residents living in fixed addresses. Furthermore, in the new
household register format, the 'origin' of individuals was changed from the method of
recording only geographical origin, called domicile of origin, to the method of additional
identification of family blood ties. However, the frequent movement of residents was an
obstacle to the formation of a kindred community called 'Same family-name Villages'.

Residence migrations occurred in a high rate among families who did not own land.
The instability of the residence may be the cause. These were mainly minority
family-names, but they also include the members of the same family-name, which
accounts for a large number of residents. It can be said that the blood ties of the same
family-name was not strong enough to guarantee the stability of the residence.

Meanwhile, residence migration occurred even among families with large land. In other
words, there existed a class that does not settle down even with socioeconomic stability.
This was mainly seen among the families of the minority family-name. In the case of
majority family-names, they were family members who wanted to work in the city based
on the family residence. On the other hand, it is believed that the migration of minority
family-names were caused by exclusivity from the majority family-names in the same
area.

In Same family-name Villages, the majority family-names came to be the leading force

of the village as emphasizing the cohesion of the paternal kindred group. But there were
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various dynamics between the social class and blood ties of the residents.

Key Words : colonial-era household register, rural family, residence migration, same

family-name village, social class, blood ties
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