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A Study upon the Meaning and the Value of
Lee Won-Jin's Tamraji

Kim, Saemio

This paper examines the meaning and the value of Lee Won-Jin's Tanraji by studying
its formation process and its diverse copies. I looked into such geographical notes as
proceeding to Lee Won-Jin's Tamraji. In formality and contents, Lee Won-Jin's Tamraji
was proved to be influenced both directly and indirectly by the precedent geographical
manuscripts compiled by government.

When compared to Shinjungdonkukyeojiseungram, Lee Won-Jin's Tanraji has close
links to it in formality. On the other hand, it covers informations that are much richer
and more detailed. I believe that such style is made possible by his way of doing research
that is practical and evidence-based. Particularly, he collected more detailed and precise
information through intellectual exchange with Ko Hong-Chin, a Jeju Island's intellectual,
which enables Tamraji to be a reference literature for those times.

Lee Won-Jin's Tamraji was made in a woodcut, which shows that a woodcut copy
was safely transferred all the way to the latter period of Chosun even in the midst of
a bookstore and a Confucius shrine being flamed out. Also, it was identified that printing
woodcuts were added for publication when necessary, which was confirmed with the
additional woodcut of youngjupogulga in Lee Won-Jin's Tamaraji.

It is presumed that much more information about Jeju became known to the people
in the mainland of Korea through this woodcut copy of Lee Won-Jin's Tamaraji. A strong
interest in Jeju was also identified with a handwriting manuscript of Lee Won-Jin's
Tamraji and Tamrajiryak. This indicates that Lee Won-Jin's Tanraji was established as
a reliable reference for Jeju.

Lee Won-Jin's Tanraji arose to be a representative reference for Jeju by Lee's manner
accepting previous things and at the same approaching them with a positivist perspective.

His effort did not stop here; he printed them in woodcut enabling people to access it.
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The greatest value of Lee Won-Jin's Tamraji lies in being a prime source book for all

the information about Jeju that came out later on.

Key Words : Jeju, Sejongsilokjiriji, Shinjungdonkukyeojiseungram, Tanraji, Lee
Won-Jin, Geographical Notes
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