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The Propagation Process of Chinese Characters

from East Asia

Fang, Guo-hua

Recently, data such as inscriptions on ancient bronzes and stones and Wooden
Documents have been increasing. This allowed us to know the use of Chinese characters
and to discover the historical and spatial characteristics of Chinese characters. Thus, the
specific propagation process and root of Chinese characters can also be reproduced.

This paper considered how the “[i]” character was used in China, for example, by
era and region. It also revealed its communication and exchange relations with China,
the Korean Peninsula and Japan by examining how these historical and spatial
characteristics affected East Asian countries. As a result, we could see that the “TE”
which was transmitted to the Korean Peninsula and Japan, was a dignified writing style
that was used from the Sanguo(=[&]) period of China to the Liangjin(F§&) period and
Suitang([%5#) period. And we were able to reveal that these letters were introduced to

Japan through Goguryeo(E/m)EE) and Silla(HEE).

Key Words : Wooden Documents, inscriptions on ancient bronzes and stones, [,

Variant Forms of Chinese Characters, spread
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