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The Trajectory and Future of Research on Modern

East Asian Media, Languages and Censorship

Lee, Hye-ryoung

The Academy of East Asian Studies (AEAS) organized and led joint researches
focusing on topics such as 'East Asia' discourse and colonial modernity in Korean
Humanities and Social Sciences from the time of its opening. The joint research was
visualized as a research agenda that led to modern language, modern media, and
censorship.

The people who led these projects was researcher of Korean literature such as Lim
Hyung-tack, Han Kee-hyung, Park Heon-ho and Ryu Jun-pil from the beginning. They
started from the reflection on the system of Korean literature built through the mythology
of nationalism and literature under the postcolonial division system at that time, and
pioneered the system and norms that formed the system of literature and worked the
way of thicker historicalization of its subjects. In this regard, the collapse of the Soviet
Union at the end of the 20th century led to a different way from the modernity that
did not tend to supplement the origin of capital globalization and its subjectivity
formation.

What AEAS tried to reveal consistently through media, language, and censorship
studies was that despite the history of colonization and division under the Cold War,
the will and practice of modern Koreans for self-expression revealed. Therefore,
socialism, which was the object of oppression in the capitalist system, became a subject
that penetrated the media, censorship, and literature studies of Yeom Sang-seop. The
above joint research evokes the humanities theme of history as a solidarity of the people
who want to speak or the pursuit of alternative life. AEAS has brought interest in
women's literature and feminist movements as a history of women's expression and
writing, through joint research with several academic societies, and the "comfort women"
issue of the Japanese military. A more full-fledged joint research on this should be

promoted. Fortunately, the fact that many feminists grew up through education and
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research activities in and around AEAS will be the brightest light for our humanities.

Key Words : East Asia, colonial modernity, modern media, modern languages, censor-

ship, cultural institutions, socialism, feminism
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